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Dear Prospective Volunteer;

Thank you for requesting more information about our programs at Big Brothers Big Sisters of Tampa Bay.  We have a variety of volunteer options – we’re excited you are considering serving as a Big Brother, Big Sister, or a Big Couple.

Serving as a volunteer is basically about having fun.  We all had someone – other than our parents – who made a difference in our lives and encouraged us along the way.  That’s what Big Brothers and Big Sisters do.  They spend an hour with a kid each week that brings about a wonderful friendship.

We have two programs that most volunteers choose.  Our Community-based program pairs volunteers with kids from the community who simply need a grown up friend to spend some weekend or evening time riding bikes, playing games, shooting hoops, visiting the library, or just hanging out.  Within this program, we have special options if you have a desire to work with a child who witnessed domestic violence (Project Dove), or whose parent is incarcerated (MCOP), or a girl who could use a positive female role model to help with self-esteem and body image (Power For Girls), or is in need of a mentor as a result of a first brush with the juvenile justice system (High Profile Mentoring).  Most of our kids, however, are typical kids who happen to need a little extra adult friendship and guidance – the kind you received from your own mentors in life.

Our Site-based program option allows even the busiest folks an opportunity to volunteer because mentors spend an hour each week at a school or after-school center, always remaining on-site to volunteer.  You might read a book, play horse on the basketball court, eat lunch together, or visit the computer lab.  Volunteers almost always see kids during the day, on school grounds.  We partner with several after-school programs for this program as well.  More info on all our programs is on the “matching options” sheet attached.

You’ll see more information about our agency, an enrollment form, and a “next steps” sheet following this letter.  To enroll as a volunteer, you can either complete this form and email or fax back to us or you may visit our website at www.bbbsfl.org to apply online.  Once your application is received, we will call you to schedule an interview to determine the strengths you have and the child best suited for you. 

I hope you will attend one of our training sessions soon (schedule enclosed).  Please bring a copy of your drivers’ license (and if you will be applying for our traditional program, a copy of your social security card and proof of auto insurance).  It is not required, but we ask all volunteers to bring $25 to help us cover the costs of background screenings.

Again, thank you for your interest in our programs.  We hope to meet you at training or an interview soon!

Sincerely,

Shaundra McCants
Customer Service Representative
813-769-3631
Enclosures

A Big is a …

· Friend and adult companion
· Coach, teacher, tutor
· Resource, advocate, opener of doors
· Limit setter, boundary definer
· Bringer of “magic”
A Big …

· What you put into the match is what you get out of it.

· Involves your Little in what you would normally do

· Must be consistent and reliable

· Must be 18 years old, or 15 years old and a sophomore in high school

· Must be willing to make a commitment of self and time

· Spend a minimum of 9 hours a month/ 1 hour a week with a Little

· Minimum of a one-year friendship

· Must be a resident of the Tampa Bay for at least 3 months

· Must complete the enrollment process, beginning with a personal interview

A Big is NOT a …

· Substitute parent
· Social worker or counselor
· Judge, moralist, or savior
· Santa Claus or credit card
· Babysitter or chauffeur
· Participant in any illegal activity
Mentoring 101 is a basic training course that will help prepare you for your role as a mentor.  Our team is there to ensure your match is a “Big” success.  You don’t have to empty your wallet to find fun activities.  Our community partners generously donate tickets to sporting and cultural events around town.

FACT SHEET

MISSION

To help children reach their potential through professionally supported one-to-one relationships with measurable impact.

AGENCY BACKGROUND

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Tampa Bay is a private, nonprofit organization and an affiliate of Big Brothers Big Sisters of America and United Way of Tampa Bay.  Founded more than 40 years ago, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Tampa Bay serves more than 2,000 children each year, making it one of the largest BBBS agencies in the nation.

AGENCY FUNDING

The agency receives community support through annual special events such as Bowl for Kids Sake and the Art of Helping Children; The Children’s Board of Hillsborough County; The United Way of Tampa Bay; The United Way of Central Florida; and the United Way of Pasco County; The Florida Department of Education; Big Brothers Big Sisters of America; individual 

long-term donors; and private grants and gifts.   

PROGRAM SERVICES

The agency serves Hillsborough, Pasco, and Polk Counties; 42% of the children served are African-American, 36% are Caucasian, and 22% are Asian, Hispanic, or other ethnic backgrounds.  There is an estimated 65,000 children in Tampa Bay that could benefit from the services of Big Brothers Big Sisters.  In 2006, we served more than 2,200 children. Our goal for 2007 is to match more than 2,500 children with caring adult mentors. 
CHILDREN/ LITTLES

Big Brothers Big Sisters matches children between the ages of 5-17 with volunteer mentors.  Both children and parents receive training on communication skills and empowerment to ensure the match is most beneficial.  Just like volunteers, all kids are interviewed prior to acceptance into the program.

VOLUNTEERS/ BIGS

Volunteers must be at least 16 years old or a sophomore in high school. There is no upper age limit on our Big Brother and Big Sister volunteers.  All of our volunteers tell us the same thing: that they get more out of the experience than the 'Littlest'!! We want everyone’s volunteer experience to be a pleasant one, and we try to make it as easy as possible. To start, volunteer applicants can apply online at www.bbbsfl.org.  Volunteers receive training to develop and maintain mentoring skills. Volunteers are assigned a “go to” person within Big Brothers Big Sisters, who is a member of our professional staff and whose sole goal is to make sure that the match experience between the “Big” and the “Little” is a successful one.  

CHILDREN IN OUR PROGRAM ARE:

· 46% less likely to begin using illegal drugs

· 52% less likely to skip school

· more confident in their performance in school work

· more likely to get along better with their families

· 37% less likely to skip a class

· 27% less likely to begin using alcohol
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VOLUNTEER ENROLLMENT FORM

How did you hear about us?  













	First Name:


	Middle Name:


	Last Name:


	Date of Birth:



	Home Address:


	City:


	County:


	State:


	Zip:



	Previous Address:
	City/ State/ Zip Code:
	How Long?:

	How long have you lived in Florida?:
	Are you currently a student?:
	Where?:

	Check one:

Male       (       

Female    (         
	Social Security #:


	Ethnicity:
	Highest Level Completed (circle one):

HS    Some College     Associates   Bachelors     Doctorate

	Email:


	Home Ph #:


	Work Ph #:


	Cell #:

	Employer Name:


	Occupation:
	Work Hours:

	Employer Address:
	City, State: 
	Zip Code:

	Can We Contact You At Work?:

_____Yes     _____No
	Military Branch (if applicable):
	How Long Employed:

	Do you have a driver’s license?

_____Yes     _____No
	If yes, state of issue and #


	Expiration date:



	Auto Ins. Company:
	Policy#:
	Marital Status:
	Married How Long?:

	Possession of a driver’s license is not a requirement to participate in all of our programs but is required if you will be transporting a youth in any vehicle you are operating.  You must also provide proof of valid auto insurance if you will be transporting a child.

	Have you decided which program you want to volunteer in (Descriptions on attached page)?:

Traditional                         Bigs In Schools                           Other  _____________________________________________


REFERENCES

IMPORTANT:
Please type or print information:  1) your current or past employer who has known you for at least one year; 2) a co-worker or friend who has known you for at least two years; and 3) a close family member (spouse/domestic partner) or a second friend who has known you for at least three years.  Reference may be from areas outside of Florida.  Providing all four methods of contact (email, phone, fax, mail) will expedite enrollment.  If you are a high school student, one of your references must be from a teacher or guidance counselor.

	1. Employer’s Name (or school if student):


	Supervisor’s Name (or teacher if a student):



	Address:


	City:
	State:
	Zip:

	Day Phone #:


	Fax #:


	Email:



	2. Coworker or Friend:



	Address:


	City:
	State:
	Zip:

	Day Phone #:


	Fax #:


	Email:



	3. Spouse/Domestic Partner/Close Family Friend:



	Address:


	City:
	State:
	Zip:

	Day Phone #:


	Fax #:


	Email:



	4.  Friend:



	Address:


	City:
	State:
	Zip:

	Day Phone #:


	Fax #:


	Email:



	Have you ever applied to be a Big Brother or Big Sister?

Yes         No
	Where and When:

Contact Name & Number:

	What, if any, other youth organizations have you worked for or been involved with as a volunteer?
	Where and When:

Contact Name & Number:   

	Have you ever been involved before with Big Brothers Big Sisters in a capacity other than as a Big?     Yes           No
	Where & When:


Please make sure the information provided is current, complete and accurate. A timely response from these references can help expedite the processing of your application. You should let the persons who you have listed above know that they will be hearing from a caseworker at Big Brothers Big Sisters. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Tampa Bay, Inc. does not discriminate on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, marital status or handicap. All of these areas are considered relevant and are discussed with a parent / guardian before a child is matched with an accepted volunteer.

I understand that as part of the screening process, it will be necessary for Big Brothers Big Sisters to investigate my background by means of character references, referrals from other youth organizations, criminal record, child abuse registry check, driver license, check, home assessment, and other records where required by local, states, or federal law for volunteers working with youth. I also understand that it may be necessary to obtain information concerning my psychological, psychiatric, or medical history and/or any other information, which may have a bearing on my ability to serve as a Big Brother or a Big Sister. I understand that all information is confidential and for agency use only.

I acknowledge and agree that I am not obligated, if called upon, to perform the volunteer services herein applied for, and that the agency is not obligated to assign or actively seek to assign me a little brother or little sister. As part of the agency’s matching process, professional agency personnel will elicit additional personal information from me.

In order to establish an appropriate match, Big Brothers Big Sisters shares relevant information about the child and family with the volunteer and about the volunteer with the child and parent or guardian. New information that arises subsequent to the match may be shared with match participants if deemed necessary by the professional staff. I agree to keep information regarding any potential match mate confidential and not to discuss it with anyone other than the professional staff of the Big Brothers Big Sisters agency.

Lastly, I agree to allow the agency use of pictures for public relations and recruitment purposes.
_______________________________________________________

___________________________________________

Signature







Date

BIG BROTHERS/BIG SISTERS OF TAMPA BAY, INC.

MATCHING ALTERNATIVES
TRADITIONAL PROGRAM
General Big Brothers Big Sisters Program

Children from single-parent homes in need of friendship and mentoring.

BIGS IN SCHOOLS
Mentoring a child in the school setting 1 hour a week
This program is perfect for someone with a busy yet flexible schedule.  Volunteers meet with the same student once a week for one hour during the school day.  During these visits the volunteer and student may have lunch, read or do various other activities on the school premises.  Available at selected elementary schools or after school locations such as the Boys and Girls Clubs.

HIGH PROFILE
Children at greater risk of involvement in the juvenile justice system
Volunteers work with youth who are at a greater risk of problems stemming from truancy, school behavior, and minor infractions. (Funded by the Community Development Block Grant)

POWER FOR GIRLS
Girls age 7-15  

Matches female volunteers with girls who may struggle with low self-esteem, body image issues, and peer pressure. Volunteers provide support, encouragement and friendship to girls from a variety of family environments. 

AMACHI
Mentoring to Children of Incarcerated Parents 
The MCOP program matches volunteers with children who have parents serving time in prison. Studies show children of incarcerated parents are 70% more likely to follow the same path.  

PROJECT DOVE       Domestic Violence Emancipation Project

Focuses on children who have witnessed or experienced domestic violence.

I-MENTORING PROGRAM

                                     A program centered around foster youth who are paired with a caring adult mentor.                                    Additional training is provided.  
CROSS-ETHNIC



Children from diverse ethnic or cultural backgrounds
We often match individuals from different cultural and ethnic backgrounds.  Approximately 50% of the children waiting are of African-American or Hispanic heritage.

BIG SISTERS/COUPLES MATCHED WITH LITTLE BROTHER
Big Sisters are encouraged to consider being matched with a younger Little Brother, ages 6 to 9, who can benefit from the friendship experience.  Gender issues are not as critical in meeting the needs of younger children.  

COUPLES MATCH 
Children matched with a married couple

Married couples are matched with either a Little Brother.  This avenue of involvement allows even the busiest prospective volunteers to be involved as a couple by adding flexibility regarding scheduling and the commitment of time.

888-293-2535    www.bbbsfl.org
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Volunteer’s Next Steps

Thank you for choosing Big Brothers Big Sisters of Tampa Bay, as your volunteer choice.  Now that we are off to a great start, the next steps in bringing you closer to that magical relationship with a Little are as follows:
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· [image: image5.wmf]Completion of the criminal background check

· Contact and successful completion of all (four) references  

· [image: image6.wmf]Schedule your interview

· Optional home visit (to be determined by BBBS staff)

· [image: image7.wmf]Pre-Match contact regarding potential Little

· [image: image8.png]Big Brothers Big Sisters Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Tampa Bay of Tampa Bay



Scheduled match meeting

· Match made

Again, we are extremely excited that you have chosen to volunteer with BBBS.  If you would like to inquire about your status or to ask any questions, please call 813-769-3631 or toll-free at 888-293-2535.  We fully believe that your mentoring experience is going to be very rewarding by being a friend to a child!

Serving Hillsborough, Pasco, and Polk Counties


P. O. Box 21744


Tampa, FL 33633-0699


Phone: (813) 769-3631 Fax: (813) 367-8819


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:shaun.mccants@bbbs.org" ��shaun.mccants@bbbs.org�





711 S. Dale Mabry Hwy


Suite 300


Tampa, Florida 33609





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








[image: image9.png]




_1127812917.doc



_1139744527.bin

